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Web Site k3dn.org Warminster Amateur Radio Club September 2025

Next meeting September 4th - PA Rep. Bryan Monroe, Ham Radio in Community Service

President’s Message

Upcoming Presentations

o September - State Representative Brian Monrue
o October - State Senator Frank Farry

o November - Cliff Hotchkiss red cross

o December - Holiday Dinner

o January - Marty Squicciarini NR3Z Logbook of the world and how to send EQSL cards
o February - Auction

o March - Possible Reliance Antenna

o APRIL - TBD

o May - TBD

o June - TBD

Please note for the September & October meetings, the topics will be centered on Ham Radio, we will distribute 3x5 cards with
questions for State Representative Brian Monrue & State Senator Frank Farry.

Volunteers: Our club cannot be successful, function, or grow without your help and input. There are a number of opportunities
to volunteer within our club:

Board of Directors,
License Class Instructor,
Field Day,

Good and Welfare
Public Service,

Elmer,

Subject Matter Expert,
Ham Fest,

Holiday Dinner,

Club Auction,
Meeting Presentations,

A4+ 4

VE License Testing,
and many more.

If you are interested in helping with one of these activities please contact a member of the board. It does not have to be one per-
son many people together make for a lighter load and more enjoyable experience together.

Thanks, Dave K3FTD
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(Continued from page 1)

General Meeting Minutes August 7, 2025

Call to order at 7:30 PM
Introductions: Attendance 25
Minutes from last Board Meeting: Approved as submitted.

Committee Reports:
Treasurer’s Report: Tom K3PLA -through 7/31

Full report available at the meeting for review.

The 2025-26 Annual Budget is up for a membership vote via Ham Club Online. Members are encouraged to reply
to the email and vote their approval/disapproval.

Programs: Dave K3FTD -
Sep — Brian Munroe, Ham Radio in Community Service
Oct — Frank Ferry, Ham Radio in Community Service
Nov — Cliff Hodges, American Red Cross
Dec — Holiday Dinner
Jan — Logbook of the World
Feb — Club Auction

Membership: Tony W3FLH -
108 active, 97 regular, 3 student, 5 Alumni; 26 past due

Club members are reminded to log onto HamClubOnline.com to manage their profile information.

VE Testing: Tony W3FLH —
5 Candidates, one passed.

Next session is Monday August 25th, 7:00 PM

Public Service: George N3HBT -
Golf Outing in October.
Contact George at N3 HBT@ARRL.NET of your availability.

Old Business:
Club Station Status: - George N3HBT -

Is up and running. It was available prior to tonight’s meeting and will continue to be available.

Good and Welfare: Herb KB3VMN —

We are still looking for someone to cover this important club outreach. If you are interested, please contact any
Board member and let them know your interest in serving.

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)
New Business:
Holiday Dinner December Club Meeting

Discussion about whether to have the dinner at the BWSC or elsewhere. Consensus of attendees was to go else
where.

Club members were invited to stop by and visit Jack Sullivan WA3INF at his new QTH.

Meeting adjourned at 8:21 PM

Presentation; Bill Strunk K3ZMA — Green Bank Radio Observatory
To our Pennsylvania Members:

We need your help in urging your radio club to send a letter of support for the new federal HOA bill to our PA Senators. Some of
the big PAClubs have responded promptly using our suggested letter. A proposed form letter to be placed on the club letterhead
has been circulated byour Western and Eastern PA section managers a few weeks ago. Contact them if you need a copy for your
club officers. Many clubs have not yet responded and we urge them to do so ASAP.

As you may know, ARRL has been advancing our new HOA bill introduced in 2024. It is now pending in the relevant committees
in the US House and Senate. Our Senator John Fetterman is on a key committee, and we need to solicit his support as a sponsor
and supporter of our bill to get it out of committee. It is also useful to get the attention of our other Senator Dave McCormick for
support, so get a separate letter to delivery McCor mick as well. Keep in mind that we need radio clubs to write in, not individual
hams yet. That is next. And the club letter we have already drafted for you should not be sent directly to the Senators for good rea-
son. Here is the plan:

My colleague John Robert Stratton, Esq., of Texas, NSAUS, the West Gulf Director of the ARRL leads our legislative effort in
DC. He knows his way around such efforts. We recommend the general form we have sent out be closely followed.

We have retained a top-notch lobby firm in DC guiding our efforts this time around. We need signed letters delivered to us for
hand delivery to the Senator’s offices by our DC Lobby Firm. DO NOT SEND THESE LETTERS DIRECTLY. They may not be
seen for months and will typically be overlooked. Rather, we have a commitment from our DC firm to hand deliver the letters to
the Senator(s) office in DC.

As a separate project, we are constructing a website for individual hams later to directly support the bill with automatic generation
of letters for hams to write to their legislators if the bill gets out of committee, but this club strategy is very important first so we
get the bill advanced.

If your club has not done so yet, please complete the letter and send it by Scanned PDF directly to Director Stratton below. Please
copy me, your Atlantic Division Director, Bob Famiglio, K3RF and send a copy to your section manager as well. I am a board
advocate for this project. We would like to get these letters back and ready for delivery before the Senate returns from their sum-
mer break soon if possible. We need your help to get our HOA bill through.

E-mail the scanned letters to our West Gulf Director and Washington legislative lead, John Robert Stratton,
NSAUS@NSAUS.com

Have a great Labor Day weekend and stay safe. 73 and I will see you on the radio.
Bob Famiglio, K3RF

ARRL Atlantic Division Director
Chairman Legal Defense Committee
Chairman ARES Subcommittee
610-359-7300
www.QRZ.com/db/K3RF

(Continued on page 4)
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New ARRL® DXCC® Trident Award Plaque Honors 100 Confirmed Entities on Three Modes

ARRL announces the DXCC® Trident Plaque, a new program to honor the accomplishments of radio amateurs who
have confirmed QSOs with at least 100 ARRL DXCC award entities on each of three modes (phone, CW, and digital).

The basic award is issued upon application and confirmation by the ARRL Awards Department, and it is endorsable at
levels of 200, 300, and Honor Roll, based on achieving that level on all three modes at the time of application.

The earliest QSO date, and starting date for the DXCC Trident Award, is November 1, 1976, when RTTY (now named
digital) DXCC was introduced.

ARRL Radiosport and Regulatory Affairs Manager Bart Jahnke, W9JJ, says the new award should be exciting to hams.
“It gives all participants of the DXCC program, especially those new to DXCC, something fresh to work towards,” he
said. ARRL has long had the Worked All States Triple Play award, but this introduces the multi-mode achievement to
the DXCC program.

Confirmation of QSOs toward the Trident is done only through the standard process by credits within the ARRL
DXCC program via Logbook of The World® (LoTW®). No QSL cards will be accepted with a plaque application. If
your DXCC credits are not already visible in LoOTW, you must first link your DXCC and LoTW profiles by requesting
a credit merge from the ARRL Awards Desk.

To apply for the plaque or learn more, visit www.arrl.org/dxcc-trident-award.

Celebrate your achievement and dedication to the DXCC program across all modes with the ARRL DXCC Trident
award — a symbol of excellence in amateur radio operating and DXing.

Courtesy ARRL Letter

Amateur Radio at Minnesota’s Tour of Saints Bike Event

In Central Minnesota near St. Cloud, there has been an organized bike event in the area for at least 50 years, supported
by amateur radio for much of that time. The event has recently had in the range of 500-1000 riders, and has three
routes/courses of 18, 35 and 50 miles. Local businesses, including an orchard and bakery, support the rest stops.
Summer weekends in Minnesota are busy, and the local St. Cloud Radio Club, WSV, was hinting it was short of op-
erators, and particularly SAG (Supplies, Athletes and Gear) drivers. | have never actually driven a SAG, and it seemed
a chance to learn a new skill and return the favor to many out-of-state clubs and hams who drive in to support our big
urban marathons.

One of the strengths of amateur radio at events is our ability to organize directed nets. These can solve many problems
and predate the Incident Command System, but are the same underlying idea. Somebody takes over as Net Control and
it does not matter who they are or where they are from. This system again worked perfectly here.

In the weeks before the event, Chris Schultz, KCOYFX, was helping to organize volunteers. We work together on nine
days of annual MS Society bike events, and he knew it all. The ICS-205 revealed we had good radio coverage (two
VHEF repeaters and a simplex channel) and reportedly we would be driving rented large crew cab pickup trucks. (For
the MS events, we prefer passenger vans with trailers for bikes. These are becoming rare, though, as trailer towing with
rented vehicles is not always allowed).

Schultz is also an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT). Events in Minnesota (such as in the City of St. Paul) are of-
ten required to have formal medical, crisis and weather plans. Bits of first aid training can be helpful in the operations/
safety role that we often have. Shortages of medical volunteers are ongoing. The idea is the event provides basic sup-
port and you call 911 for more serious problems.

I packed my first aid bag; several were provided by the club. I grabbed a pair of waterproof Baofeng handheld radios,
speaker mics and a magnet mount antenna. These radios have impressive battery life and USB-C charging capability
and cost $20 if lost. The idea was that setup would take a mere five minutes.
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The night before the event, we were asked to bring coolers for ice and water and were informed there was no 12V
lighter socket in the newer GMC trucks. Instead, there is a 115V AC outlet and USB A and C soxckets in the center
console.

One helpful hint regarding SAG operations: use street addresses. The 911 system uses these as well. I conducted bea-
con-to-APRS® using APRSdroid and the Internet/TCP function.

Chris and I were assigned to the Cold Spring rest stop, which was hard to get to due to road construction and we had to
drive the course a bit. Riders tended to ride abreast and we spent a lot of time in the oncoming traffic lane which was
nerve-wracking.

Our rest stop had a donut truck, and the local ham and bike mechanic had a canopy but no spare chairs. We had perfect
weather and luck. There were few, if any, injuries or wrecks. As this stop closed down, we were asked to retrace the
route, look for/assist stragglers, and pick up the signs. The Baofeng radio was disappointing: the squelch was hard,
even set at 1. [ prefer a softer squelch that lets you catch more of the radio traffic in weak signal areas. But old radios
are unhappy without a supply of 12V.

Lessons Learned

1. Radio-on-a-chip equipment is a “no” after this event.

2. Magnetic-mount antennas are fine and quick to set up. Bring a 5/8 wave whip over a quarter wave antenna.

3. Races and events are using the Ride with GPS app/website more. But it was complicated to use.

4. Driving is a full-time role, so a navigator in the right seat is still a critical requirement.

5. Bring lunch for a seven-hour shift, along with a box of medical gloves.

6. I like street addresses, numbered mile markers, and named rest stops. The common natural conflict between num-
bered rest stops and mile markers (rest stop one at mile five) is not a best practice.

7. The event used wrist bands versus numbered bibs. It was difficult to tell easily from a distance who was a participant
versus a random rider out for a ride; to ensure the correct person was picked up; and for logging.

8. Magnetic signs and flashing yellow lights are a good reminder to motorists there is a bike race underway. --Erik
Westgard, NY9D, ARRL Assistant Section Emergency Coordinator for Events, Minnesota Section

Courtesy ARRL Letter

Elmer’s Corner
Welcome to Elmer's Corner. This will be a section where hams can request help with ham related is-
sues. Our goal is to match someone with experience with the issue you are having in order to resolve
your problem. This is intended to cover all aspects of ham radio:

Equipment Software Antennas Operations

Send the editor an email detailing the issue: wadywm@comcast.net.
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2025 Contest Calendar

September

13-15 September VHF

1800 UTC Saturday, ends 0259 UTC Monday

13-14 EME - 2.3 GHz & Up

0000 UTC on Saturday through 2359 UTC Sunday

20-22 10 GHz & Up - Round 2

0900 UTC Saturday and runs through 0759 UTC Monday

October
20-24 School Club Roundup
1300 UTC Monday through 2359 UTC Friday

QSO Parties

Tennessee 1700Z, Sep 7 to 0300Z, Sep 8

Towa 1400Z, Sep 20 to 0200Z, Sep 21
New Jersey 1400Z, Sep 20 to 0159Z, Sep 21
Texas 1400Z, Sep 20 to 0200Z, Sep 21 and

1400Z-2000Z, Sep 21

New Hampshire 1600Z, Sep 20 to 0400Z, Sep 21 and
1200Z-2200Z, Sep 21

Maine 1200Z, Sep 27 to 1200Z, Sep 28

7

VB TESTLOCATION

» ATLANTIC DIV. HAMFESTS
> 2025

September 7 - Southern New Jersey Conference and HamFest, ARRL Southern
New Jersey Section Convention

Gloucester County 4-H Fairgrounds 275 Bridgeton Pike (Route 77) Mullica Hill, NJ

08062
http://HamFest. W2MMD.org

September 14 - EPARA Hamfest 2025
Moose Lodge 1336 705 Stokes Mill Rd. East Stroudsburg, PA 18301
http://www.gsl.net/n3is

October 5 - CARA Fest 2025
Howard County Fairgrounds 2210 Fairground Road West Friendship, MD 21794
http://www.carafest.org

October 11 - SMCARA Tailgate Fest
Hollywood Volunteer Fire Department 24801 Three Notch Rd. Hollywood, MD
20636

http://smcara.org

October 19 - RF Hill ARC Hamfest

Upper County Campus Bucks County Community College
346 Blooming Glenn Rd. Perkasie, PA 18944
http://www.rfhillarc.club

Confirm all information, in advance,
with the contact person. Licensed appli-
cants must bring the original, and one
photocopy of their license. All appli-
cants, including children, must bring two
forms of positive ID. Also bring the
original, and a copy, of any Certificate
of Successful Completion needed to
prove current status. The ARRL VEC’S
2024 test fee is $15.00.

Warminster Amateur Radio Club,
Monthly, Last Mon. 7:00 pm at the Wil-
son Senior Community Center 580 Del-
mont Avenue Warminster, PA 18974
George Brechmann (215) 443-5656.

Atco, NJ , The fourth (4th) Tuesday of
each month, at 7 p.m. Winslow Town-
ship Senior Center, 33 Cooper Folly
Road, 08004-2603.

Mark (K2AX) jtra@comcast.net

Levittown, PA, Monthly, 1st Wednes-
day at 6:30. Levittown Library - Ben
Johns, K3JQH, 215-657-5994

Telford, PA, RF Hill ARC. Indian Val-
ley Library. Held the third Monday of
odd months (January, March, May, July,

September, November)
Contact: Jim Soete 215-723-7294

walylq@arrl.net.

Philadelphia, PA, Testing is done on
the 3rd, non holiday Monday of the
month at the Giant Supermarket, 315
York Rd., Willow Grove, 19090 at 6:30
PM in the Community Room. For fur-
ther information contact James McClos-
key at jmccloskey@msn.com and by
phone 215-275-2979.

Lansdale, PA Testing on the fourth non-
holiday Thursday of the month starting
at 7:00 PM. The Lansdale Library Com-
munity Room Vine St. and Susquehanna
Ave. Lansdale, Pa. Registration is re-
quired 48 hrs. or more before the sched-
uled exam date. If there are no registra-
tions the scheduled exam date will be
canceled. NO WALK-INS. You can
register by contacting:

Olaf N. Markert - Phone (610) 517-
5074, E-mail w3pa@arrl.net

Alt Contact: Jim, 610-287-5630
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http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/epara-hamfest-2025
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http://www.carafest.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/smcara-tailgate-fest
http://smcara.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/rf-hill-arc-hamfest-6
http://www.rfhillarc.club/
http://www.arrl.org/september-vhf
http://www.arrl.org/eme-contest
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CLUB INFO

PUBLIC SERVICE
A second Golf Outing in October.
Contact George at N3HBT@ARRL.NET of your availability.

CLUB STATION

The WARC club station is open to anyone with an interest, on the first Thursday of the month (meeting night)
between the hours of 6:30 and 7:30 pm. with the exception of the December dinner meeting For further in-
formation, call George Brechmann N3HBT at 215-443-5656.

WARC ALUMNI MEMBERSHIP

An Alumni membership category is available for WARC members who are unable to attend meetings and
club activities on a regular basis because of health considerations, travel impediments, or other hardships.

Dues for the Alumni membership are $12.50 annually and are approved by the Board. Please contact the

Membership Committee for more information if interested."

ATTENTION MEMBERS

The Membership Committee can provide Club badges. Two types are available: an engraved plastic callsign
and name badge for $8 or a free, laminated plastic, photo ID badge/card. The photo id badge is included with
your membership. Pictures for the club badge will be taken before club meetings on even numbered months.
If you do not have at least a Warminster Amateur Radio Club badge with your picture on it, please contact
your Membership Chairs at the WARC monthly meetings. Otherwise, please contact Membership by email
at: membership@k3dn.org.

If you want to have your picture taken to be placed on the 'Members’ Photos' section of the www.k3dn.org
website, please contact Membership with your interest. When we get enough people who are interested we
will post a notice in Feedback and have a camera ready at the following club meeting.

PROGRAMS 2025 - 2026
Topic - Ham Radio in community service
September - State Representative Bryan Monroe
October - State Senator Frank Farry
November - Cliff Hotchkiss will speak to the club about the Red Cross and Ham radio.
December - Holiday Dinner
January - Marty Squicciarini NR3Z Logbook of the world and how to send EQSL cards

The Club Station - K3DN - is located at the Benjamin Wilson Senior Center, Delmont Avenue, Warminster, PA. The sta-
tion is open for club members and the interested general public on the first Thursday of the month (meeting night) be-
tween the hours of 6:30 and 7:30 pm. with the exception of the December dinner meeting . The station is fully operational
on HF (80 meters through 10 meters ) both phone and CW. There is an assortment of amateur radio shareware which
may be copied under the shareware licensing agreement.

For additional information on the Club
Station please call the Station Manager
N3HBT - George at 215-443-5656.

» WARC Meetings are held the first
Thursday of each month at 7:30 pm at
the Benjamin Wilson Senior Center,
Delmont Avenue, Warminster, PA. Talk
in is available on the 147.09 & 443.950
repeaters.
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> CLUB EQUIPMENT
SKYWARN INFORMATION WARC has 2 Baofeng UV-5R
dual band HT’s and a Yaesu FT-
Bucks County SKYWARN Weather Spotter PRIMARY FRE- 2900 21\121 m"bﬂﬁ that are aV"fﬂ]jble
QUENCY: 147.300MHZ (+ 131.8) or use by members of the club.
Fairless Hills. PA i locati ih hout Buck The radios are available on a
airless Hills, (many remote access locations throughout Bucks month-by-month basis and have
County) been purchased primarily to help
new hams get on the air.
However, they may also be used
Mount Holly NWSFO SKYWARN Homepage: by any club member who is in
https://www.weather.gov/phi/Info need of a temporary 2-meter
radio. They are also available for
use by participants in WARC’s
SKYWARN Basic Weather Spotter Educational Programs URL: public service activities.
https://www.weather.gov/phi/classes DE, Dave McGowan KC3RAT
The Warminster Amateur Radio Club
Announces Free Ham Radio Instructional Classes VHF
145.310 R.F. Hill
If you’re interested in Ham Radio, or think you might be, this is 145.350 Doylestown R.C.
your opportunity. Perhaps you’d like to learn about digital com- 146.790 Penn Wireless
munications, VHF, UHF, satellite, or perhaps you’d rather sit 145.330 Hilltown
down and chat with someone in South Africa, Russia, Great 146.670 DVRA

146.685 Holmesburg
146.925 Willingboro
147.000 Ham Buergers

Britain or in the space station.

wiTH New Classes (Tech and General) to start Sept 13 from 7 147.030 Phil-Mont
amatevel omto 9 pm. 147.090 Warminster
Rapic! 147.270 Frankford
147.300 BEARS
For further information contact George Brechmann, N3HBT at 147.390 CBRA

215-443-5656.

220
224.580 PackRats
223.76 K3NAL

UHF

Bucks County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (BCARES) 442.650 DVRA
www.bucksares.org 443.250 TAG
Bucks County ARES will be on the air Wednesdays, at 9:00 PM . We will be using 443.050 Metro-Comm
Warminster Amateur Radio Club's repeater on 147.090, pl 131.8. This net is linked 322388 gggnflggster
as shown in the Net Schedule box for the Wednesday night net. It may also be )

: 447.475 WR3B
linked to 147.300. 448.225 Penn Wireless

444.759 RF Hill Analog/
Fusion

Winlink Gateway Stations:
Lower Bucks NY3J-10 145.530 Bensalem

D-STAR
146.61000 K3PDR DV
445.18125 K3PDR DV
445.01875 AA3E Montco

Sunday 2000 10 Meter Net 28.445 MHz RACES
Wednesday 2000 2 Meter Net 147.09 Rptr. 6 Mitr
Wednesday 2000 Linked w/ 2 Meter Net 443.95 53.030 WA3BXW
Rptr.Wednesday 2000 Linked w/ 2 Meter Net 53.230 Rptr. 53.230 N3DQZ
Sunday 2030 Informal Net 223.5 Simplex 53.320 K3MFI

Thursday 1900 Mont. Cnty RACES Net 146.835 Rptr.
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The annual dues
structure is as follows:

Full Member:
Student:
Alumni:

» Are your dues cur-
rent ?

rate

$25.00
$7.50
$12.50

Executive Officers
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Director (A)
Director (E)
Director (A)
Director (E)

Past President

Dave McGowan
Scott Vogin

Tony Simek

Tom Newman
Doug Becker

Herb Hickmott
Bruce Farrington
George Brechmann
Ray Oechslin

Committee Chairpersons

ARES/RACES Liason Karl Harris

ARRL Liason
Awards Manager
Classes

Digital and APRS
Feedback Editor
Field Day 25
Hamfest 25
Hamwear
Holiday Dinner
Membership
Net Manager
PA QSO Party
Publicity
Refreshments
RF Interference

Repeater Coordinator

Safety Officer
Station Trustee
Good and Welfare
Township Liason
VE License Testing
VHF/UHF/MW

Vince Pironti

Dave McGowan
Dan Clementi

Ron Wenig

Jim Elmore

Herb Hickmott
Tony Cuttone
Kathy Acker
George Brechmann
Tony Cuttone
George Brechmann
Mark Kempisty
Herb Hickmott
Arlene Newman
Bill Ballantine
Brian Taylor

Mike Malone
George Brechmann

George Brechmann
Larry Abbott
George Altemus

Website Coordinator Kathy Acker

Youth Programs

K3FTD
KB3ALX
N3YNH 215-796-0336
K3PLA  215-630-5965
KC3MNQ 215-932-1370
KB3VMN

WA3ZPC 215-262-4215
N3HBT  215-443-5656
KA3TRU 267-269-3198

215-850-5846

K3KH 215-264-1855
KD3TC  215-674-0446
KC3RAT 215-850-5846

K3GMQ 267-337-0392
NY3J 215-638-9257
WA4YWM?215-538-1889
KB3VMN 267-718-3601

W3FLH 267-679-9297
KC3FBY 215-815-7978
N3HBT  215-443-5656
W3FLH 267-679-9297
N3HBT  215-443-5656
AA3K

KB3VMN 267-718-3601
KA3PLA 215-345-4539
K3FMQ 215-766-0764
N3EXA  215-257-6303
W3MIM  215-639-2175
N3HBT  215-443-5656

N3HBT  215-443-5656
WA3ELQ 215-704-3282
KA3WXYV 215-855-3856
KC3FBY 215-815-7978
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